Source of material The title compound was prepared by a method similar to that of [ 1 ] : a solution of 2-amino-6-methylpyridine (10 mmol) in benzene (30 ml) was added to a solution of ethyl acetoacetate (10 mmol). The reaction mixture was refluxed for 2 h with stirring, then the resulting pale precipitate was collected by filtration, washed several times with benzene and dried in vacuo (yield 78 %). An ethanol solution of product was slowly evaporated and pale crystals were obtained after a week. All commercially available reagents were used as supplied. Elemental analysis: found -C, 62.40 %; H, 6.40 %; N, 14.48 %, calc. for C10H12N2O2 -C, 62.49 %; H, 6.25 %; N, 14.57 %. MS, IR and 'h NMR data are available in the CIF file.
Experimental details
The hydrogen atom bound to the nitrogen atom was freely refined in order to show its significance.
Discussion
The europium(m) and terbium(III) complexes with conjugated ligands such as /?-diketonato have been studied as emitting materials for organic electroluminescent diodes (OLEDs) [2, 3] due to the initial report [4] , However, the quantum efficiency of most these complexes is unfortunately still low. This may be mostly caused by the inefficiency of the energy transfer, in particular triplet-triplet transfer. It is essential to design ligands, which have better energy-transfer properties to the lanthanide metal ion. As part of our studies on the synthesis and characterization of ß-diketonato and its complexes, we report the crystal structure of the new /?-diketonate-type ligand, N-(2-amino-6-methyl-pyridinyl)ketoacetamide. In the structure, the two C=0 bonds lengths are 1.231 (3) A and 1.188(5) A, which suggests that the title compound is in the keto form (figure, top). Other bond distances and angles are in normal ranges. The molecules are linked to each other by an N-H O intermolecular hydrogen bond to form ribbons running along a axis (figure, bottom). 
